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Friday 17th December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As the Autumn term at Hopton draws to a close, I am writing to thank you for your unstinting 
support since I joined our wonderful school family in September.  

I am aware of the disruption to learning that the pandemic has had and the challenges that this 

has caused at home as well as school. Our aim this term has been to re-establish relationships 
and routines and I am delighted to say that I believe we have achieved that. The children have 

settled into their learning fantastically, always demonstrating great resilience and fortitude. I am 

proud of all the Year Groups and the work their Teachers and Support Staff have done to 

reassure pupils, re-integrate them and re-establish those important school habits and 

routines. There are two Year Groups that deserve special mention, however. 

Year R have been an absolute joy this year. We are trying to identify what has gone so well as all 

staff are continually praising their attitude, work and effort. It is clear that they have settled into 
school beautifully and have begun to understand our school routines and expectations.  

I must give significant recognition to our current Year 6, for their positive attitude and effort in 

what must be an incredibly challenging year for them.  Every child’s school life is being impacted 

but for Year 6 in their final year to have their experience blighted by this situation is very 

hard. They are resilient, however and making the best of it.  We will endeavour to give them as 

enjoyable an experience as we can whilst ensuring the quality of education is the best we can 

possibly deliver. I am particularly pleased with the work of the Ambassadors and Buddies for re-

establishing the Pupil Leadership programme in very difficult circumstances. 

I must also recognise the hard work, resilience and willingness of staff to adapt to new systems 

and procedures. Staff have truly gone the extra mile to ensure we are not just functioning as a 

school but actually beginning to flourish once more.  We have continued to review our 

procedures and adapt to ensure as many of the normal things that we do are able to happen 

again. Intervention across the school is up and running and other extra-curricular events and 
enrichment are taking place where possible. This is a huge testament to the efforts of staff.  
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As with the Year groups, one body of staff need a particular mention and it is a group that often 

do not get the recognition they deserve - that is site and cleaning staff. They truly have been 

exceptional in their efforts. The work and flexibility of site staff and cleaners has been second to 

none. They have changed rotas, adapted to new systems and protocols and taken it in their 
stride.  

We have unfortunately had cases of COVID this academic term that have impacted on staff and 

pupils within school requiring others to self-isolate. I have tried to be very open and transparent 

with you via Class Dojo. I will continue to do this, despite the inevitable worry and anxiety it 

causes, as I believe it is important so that you are able to make an informed decision in regards 

to testing. What is really worth celebrating is the fact that all pupils and staff affected by 

Coronavirus have returned to school fit and healthy, which is the most important thing. We can 
all manage a bit of disruption to school life and work as long as no-one is seriously ill. 

One final group needs a special mention and that is yourselves; parents and carers. Your support 

has been resolute and we much appreciate the many positive messages we have had. You more 

than anyone support your children, influence their learning and decisions. You have supported 

throughout with attendance and those times where disruption to home life has resulted from 

self-isolation. 

Can I wish you all a safe and restful Christmas and all the best for the New Year! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Miss K Egleton 

#SuperProudHeadteacher 

 

 


