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Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very ‘Happy New Year’ to you and I hope that you have all enjoyed a restful and relaxing time 
with family and friends during the holiday period.  

I wrote to you before the term ended in December 2021, to express my heartfelt appreciation 
for everything you have done in responding to the challenges of COVID-19 in order to keep our 
school family safe.  

I understand that many of you are worried about the Omicron variant and the difficulties this 
could bring when we re-open on Thursday 6th January 2022. We all know that face-to-face 

education is the best way for children to learn and that we have to balance this against wider 

public health risks brought by COVID-19. I want to reassure you that enabling face-to-face 
education is my absolute priority. The Hopton Staff Team have already done an outstanding job 

in implementing measures that have helped to keep children learning in school and we will 
continue to do so. The only exception to this would be if we received guidance from Norfolk 

Public Health which recommended that we needed to close a class for a short period of time in 
order to reduce the rate of transmission. If this measure needed to be introduced, you would be 
kept fully informed and be given as much notice as possible.  

In the face of uncertainty brought by the pandemic, testing remains a priority, as this helps to 

identify infections early and reduce transmission. I would encourage all parents and carers to test 
their child/ren prior to returning to school. This will enable us to keep our school family as safe 
as possible, as we know that many children are asymptomatic.  

Confirmation on changes to isolation periods:  

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a positive 
PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days. 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who 

receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-
isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests  
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must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at 

parental discretion. If both these test results are negative, and your child does not have a high 
temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to 
school from day 8. 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years, 
identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for 

seven days and continue to attend school as normal, unless they have a positive test result or 
develop symptoms at any time. 

I hope that this letter reassures you and helps to clarify the current position. Once again, I would 
like to thank you for your ongoing support in such challenging times. 

I look forward to welcoming you all on Thursday morning. Please remember that gates open at 
8:30am and close promptly at 8:45am.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Miss K Egleton 

Headteacher 

 

 


