
 

Year 5/6 Foundation Curriculum Planning – Cycle A (2019-2020) 
 
 Autumn (History) Spring (Geography) Summer (DT) 
Topic Question World War 2: Britain’s greatest 

moment in history? 
Our wonderful world…but for how 
long? (climate change) – Rainforest 

link? 

Is there anything out there? (Space) 

Class Reader Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle 
Magorian 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
Journey to the River Sea by Eva 

Ibbotson 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
George’s Secret Key to the Universe by 

Lucy & Stephen Hawking 
History a significant turning point in 

British history, for example, the 
first railways or the Battle of 
Britain  

 

History of rainforest deforestation & 
tribes in the rainforest 

Moon Landings & Development of 
theories about the Earth – Greeks & 

Roman links. 

Geography locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities  

identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night)  

name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 

Links to globe & comparison of our 
Earth & climate to other planets in our 

solar system. 



 

mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time  

understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region 
within North or South America  

human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied  

Science Light (link to air raid) & Electricity 

Light (Autumn 1) 

recognise that light appears to 
travel in straight lines  

use the idea that light travels in 

Living things & their habitats 
 

describe the differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an 
amphibian, an insect and a bird  

describe the life process of 

Space & Forces 

Space (Summer 1) 

describe the movement of the 
Earth, and other planets, relative to 
the Sun in the solar system  



 

straight lines to explain that 
objects are seen because they 
give out or reflect light into the 
eye  

explain that we see things 
because light travels from light 
sources to our eyes or from light 
sources to objects and then to 
our eyes  

use the idea that light travels in 
straight lines to explain why 
shadows have the same shape 
as the objects that cast them.  

Electricity (Autumn 2) 

associate the brightness of a 
lamp or the volume of a buzzer 
with the number and voltage of 
cells used in the circuit  

compare and give reasons for 
variations in how components 
function, including the brightness 
of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers 
and the on/off position of 
switches  

use recognised symbols when 
representing a simple circuit in a 

reproduction in some plants and 
animals.  

describe the changes as humans 
develop to old age.  

*describe how living things are 
classified into broad groups 
according to common observable 
characteristics and based on 
similarities and differences, 
including micro- organisms, 
plants and animals – also in 
Cycle B 

*give reasons for classifying 
plants and animals based on 
specific characteristics -– also in 
Cycle B 

 

 

describe the movement of the 
Moon relative to the Earth  

describe the Sun, Earth and Moon 
as approximately spherical bodies  

use the idea of the Earth’s rotation 
to explain day and night and the 
apparent movement of the sun 
across the sky.  

Forces (Summer 2) 

explain that unsupported objects 
fall towards the Earth because of 
the force of gravity acting between 
the Earth and the falling object  

identify the effects of air resistance, 
water resistance and friction, that 
act between moving surfaces  

recognise that some mechanisms, 
including levers, pulleys and gears, 
allow a smaller force to have a 
greater effect.  



 

diagram.  
 

RE (see long-term RE 
plan) 

Is believing in God reasonable? 
(Autumn 1) 

 
What does it mean if God is holy and 

loving? (Autumn 2) 

What did Jesus do to save human 
beings? (Spring) 

How does Hindu beliefs affect how 
they live their lives? (Summer 1) 

 
How do Hindus express beliefs about 

God? 
PSHE RSE: My feelings & My body 

 
SEAL: New Beginnings 

Getting on and falling out/say no to 
bullying 

RSE: My relationships & My beliefs 
 

SEAL: Going for goals 
Good to be me 

RSE: My rights and responsibilities & 
Asking for help 

 
SEAL: Relationships 

Changes 
Music Propaganda through music (how can 

we express ourselves?)  
Writing Music Music Express linked to Space 

Art/DT Famous Artist Study 

Monet paintings 

about great artists, architects and 
designers in history.  

Technical knowledge DT strand 
link to electricity 

 

Junk Modelling using recycled 
materials 

 

Ruins Sketching 

to create sketch books to record 
their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas  

 

Computing Scratch Maze Games (Coding) & 
Hour of Code 

design, write and debug 
programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including 

E-Safety (internet research & 
finding reliable information) 

use search technologies 
effectively, appreciate how results 
are selected and ranked, and be 

Publishing & Excel 

select, use and combine a variety 
of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital 
devices to design and create a 



 

controlling or simulating physical 
systems; solve problems by 
decomposing them into smaller 
parts  

use sequence, selection, and 
repetition in programs; work with 
variables and various forms of 
input and output  

use logical reasoning to explain 
how some simple algorithms work 
and to detect and correct errors in 

algorithms and programs 

discerning in evaluating digital 
content  

use technology safely, 
respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of 
ways to report concerns about 
content and contact.  

understand computer networks 
including the internet; how they 
can provide multiple services, 
such as the world wide web; and 
the opportunities they offer for 
communication and collaboration  

 

range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given 
goals, including collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and information  

 

PE Autumn 1 
Year 5 – Tag 

Rugby/Invasion 
games 

 
Year 6 – 

Swimming & 
football/ 

basketball 

Autumn 2 
Year 5 – 

Swimming & 
Handball/netball 

 
Year 6 – Cross 

Country/circuit 
training & Tag 

rugby 

Spring 1  
Year 5 – Yoga & 

Dance 
 

Year 6 – Hockey 
& dance 

Spring 2 
Year 5 – Strike & 

field + Tennis 
 

Year 6 - Strike & 
field + Tennis 

Summer 1 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
OAA 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
OAA 

Summer 2 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

Languages (French) understand and respond to 
spoken and written language 
from a variety of authentic 

understand and respond to 
spoken and written language 
from a variety of authentic 

understand and respond to spoken 
and written language from a variety 



 

sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation 
and intonation  

 can write at varying length, for 
different purposes and 
audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they 
have learnt  

discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing 
in the language studied.  

 

sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation 
and intonation  

 can write at varying length, for 
different purposes and 
audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they 
have learnt  

discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing 
in the language studied.  

 

of authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 can write at varying length, for 
different purposes and audiences, 
using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt  

discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing in 
the language studied.  

 

 
Class trips/visits/ 
workshops 

Ringsfield Hall Residential  London Science/History Museum & 
West End Show 

 
Pleasurewood Hills (Y6) 

 


