
 

Year 5/6 Foundation Curriculum Planning – Cycle B (2020-2021) 
 

 Autumn (History) Spring (Geography) Summer (DT) 
Topic Question William the Conqueror: Rightful King 

or Usurper? 
Are humans responsible for 

endangered animals? (Evolution 
through Africa) 

How does the human body work? 

Class Reader How to train your dragon by 
Cressida Cowell (more Viking than 

Norman?) 
Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 

(more Anglo-Saxon than Norman?) 

The Butterfly Lion by Michael 
Morpurgo 

Journey to Jo’burg by Beverley 
Naidoo (apartheid) 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 
The Bubble Boy by Stewart Foster 

The Astounding Broccoli Boy by Frank 
Cottrell Boyce 

History the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor 1066 

 

Apartheid in South Africa link Discovery of penicillin and other 
antibiotics 

Geography locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 

concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 

physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 

major cities 

name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 

name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time  

human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 

 



 

characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time  

 

links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

Science Properties & Changes of materials 

compare and group together 
everyday materials on the basis 
of their properties, including their 
hardness, solubility, 
transparency, conductivity 
(electrical and thermal), and 
response to magnets  

know that some materials will 
dissolve in liquid to form a 
solution, and describe how to 
recover a substance from a 
solution  

use knowledge of solids, liquids 
and gases to decide how 
mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, sieving 
and evaporating  

give reasons, based on evidence 
from comparative and fair tests, 

Classification, Evolution & 
inheritance (Spring 1 & 2) 

recognise that living things have 
changed over time and that 
fossils provide information about 
living things that inhabited the 
Earth millions of years ago  

recognise that living things 
produce offspring of the same 
kind, but normally offspring vary 
and are not identical to their 
parents  

identify how animals and plants 
are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways and 
that adaptation may lead to 
evolution.  

describe how living things are 
classified into broad groups 
according to common observable 

Animals, including humans 
(Summer 1 & 2) 

identify and name the main parts of 
the human circulatory system, and 
describe the functions of the heart, 
blood vessels and blood 

recognise the impact of diet, 
exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the 
way their bodies function  

describe the ways in which 
nutrients and water are transported 
within animals, including humans.  

 

 



 

for the particular uses of 
everyday materials, including 
metals, wood and plastic 

demonstrate that dissolving, 
mixing and changes of state are 
reversible changes  

explain that some changes result 
in the formation of new materials, 
and that this kind of change is not 
usually reversible, including 
changes associated with burning 
and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda.  

characteristics and based on 
similarities and differences, 
including micro- organisms, 
plants and animals  

give reasons for classifying plants 
and animals based on specific 
characteristics.  

 

 
RE Was Jesus the Messiah? (Autumn 1) 

 
Is being happy the greatest purpose 
in life? (Autumn 2) 
 

Religion & Science: Conflicting or 
Complimentary? (Spring) 

Does Religion bring peace, conflict or 
both? (Summer 1) 

 
What difference does being a Christian 

make to daily life? (Summer 2) 
PSHE RSE: My feelings & My body 

 
SEAL: New Beginnings 

Getting on and falling out/say no to 
bullying 

RSE: My relationships & My beliefs 
 

SEAL: Going for goals 
Good to be me 

RSE: My rights and responsibilities & 
Asking for help 

 
SEAL: Relationships 

Changes 
Music Film Scores (+ writing music) African Music (drums) Beethoven & Classical Music 
Art/DT Famous Artist Study African Masks & Tinga Tinga Art 

to improve their mastery of art 
and design techniques, including 

Landscape sketching 



 

about great artists, architects and 
designers in history.  

 

drawing, painting and sculpture 
with a range of materials [for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, 
clay]  

 

to create sketch books to record 
their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas  

Cooking 

 understand and apply the 
principles of a healthy and varied 
diet  

prepare and cook a variety of 
predominantly savoury dishes using 
a range of cooking techniques  

 understand seasonality, and know 
where and how a variety of 
ingredients are grown, reared, 
caught and processed.  

Computing Scratch Maze Games (Coding) & 
Hour of Code 

design, write and debug 
programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating physical 
systems; solve problems by 
decomposing them into smaller 
parts  

use sequence, selection, and 
repetition in programs; work with 

E-Safety (Social Media & being a 
responsible digital citizen) 

use technology safely, 
respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of 
ways to report concerns about 
content and contact.  

understand computer networks 
including the internet; how they 

Hyperlink Games – Microsoft 
Powerpoint 

select, use and combine a variety 
of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital 
devices to design and create a 
range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given 
goals, including collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and information  



 

variables and various forms of 
input and output  

use logical reasoning to explain 
how some simple algorithms work 
and to detect and correct errors in 
algorithms and programs  

can provide multiple services, 
such as the world wide web; and 
the opportunities they offer for 
communication and collaboration  

 

 

 

PE Autumn 1 
Year 5 – Tag 

Rugby/Invasion 
games 

 
Year 6 – 

Swimming & 
football/ 

basketball 

Autumn 2 
Year 5 – 

Swimming & 
Handball/netball 

 
Year 6 – Cross 

Country/circuit 
training & Tag 

rugby 

Spring 1  
Year 5 – Yoga & 

Dance 
 

Year 6 – Hockey 
& dance 

Spring 2 
Year 5 – Strike & 

field + Tennis 
 

Year 6 - Strike & 
field + Tennis 

Summer 1 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
OAA 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
OAA 

Summer 2 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

Languages (French) understand and respond to 
spoken and written language 
from a variety of authentic 
sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation 
and intonation  

understand and respond to 
spoken and written language 
from a variety of authentic 
sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation 
and intonation  

understand and respond to spoken 
and written language from a variety 
of authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  



 

 can write at varying length, for 
different purposes and 
audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they 
have learnt  

discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing 
in the language studied.  

 can write at varying length, for 
different purposes and 
audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they 
have learnt  

discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing 
in the language studied.  

 can write at varying length, for 
different purposes and audiences, 
using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt  

discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing in 
the language studied.  

 
Class trips/visits/ 
workshops 

Aylemerton Residential CEFAS visit? 
Africa Alive 

? 

 


