
 

 
Year 3/4 Foundation Curriculum Planning – Cycle A  
 

 Autumn (History) Spring (Geography) Summer (DT) 
Topic Question Romans-What did the Romans ever do for us? Is nature the most powerful force on the 

planet? 
What makes an ideal settlement? 

Class Reader Roman Quests: Escape from Rome Escape from Pompeii 
Wild Weather 

The Berserker 
How to Train your dragon 

History We are learning about the effect of the 
Roman in Britain. 

 
This could include:  
 
� Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-
54 BC  
� the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the 
power of its army  
� successful invasion by Claudius and 
conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall  
� British resistance, for example, Boudica  
� ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as 
Caerwent and the impact of technology, 
culture and beliefs, including early 
Christianity  
 

 

  
 

Anglo Saxons and Vikings 
 

This could include:  
 
� Viking raids and invasion  
� resistance by Alfred the Great and 
Athelstan, first king of England  
� further Viking invasions and Danegeld  
� Anglo-Saxon laws and justice  
� Edward the Confessor and his death in 
1066  
 

 

Geography  Pompeii, Krakatoa, Iceland, UK, flooding, 
hurricane 

 
describe and understand key aspects of:  
� physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle  
� human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 

Land use, natural resources 
 

describe and understand key aspects of:  
� physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle  
� human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 



 

natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water  
 
 
understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and 
a region within North or South America  

 

natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water  
 
 
understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and 
a region within North or South America 

Science Forces and Magnets (Y3) 
 

Pupils should be taught to:  

Sc3/4.2a    compare how things move on 
different surfaces 

Sc3/4.2b    notice that some forces need 
contact between 2 objects, but magnetic 
forces can act at a distance 

Sc3/4.2c    observe how magnets attract or 
repel each other and attract some materials 
and not others 

Sc3/4.2d    compare and group together a 
variety of everyday materials on the basis of 
whether they are attracted to a magnet, and 
identify some magnetic materials 

Sc3/4.2e   describe magnets as having 2 poles 

Rocks (Y3)  

Sc3/3.1a    compare and group together 
different kinds of rocks on the basis of their 
appearance and simple physical properties 

Sc3/3.1b    describe in simple terms how 
fossils are formed when things that have lived 
are trapped within rock 

Sc3/3.1c    recognise that soils are made from 
rocks and organic matter. 

State of Matter (Y4) 
Pupils should be taught to:  
Sc4/3.1a    compare and group materials 
together, according to whether they are 
solids, liquids or gases 
 
Sc4/3.1b    observe that some materials 
change state when they are heated or cooled, 
and measure or research the temperature at 
which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C) 
 

Living Things and Habitats (Y4) 
Pupils should be taught to:  

Sc4/2.1a    recognise that living things can be 
grouped in a variety of ways 
 
Sc4/2.1b     explore and use classification keys 
to help group, identify and name a variety of 
living things in their local and wider 
environment 
 
Sc4/2.1c    recognise that environments can 
change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things 

Light (Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to:  

Sc3/4.1a    recognise that they need light in 
order to see things and that dark is the 
absence of light 



 

Sc3/4.2f    predict whether 2 magnets will 
attract or repel each other, depending on 
which poles are facing. 

 
 

Sc4/3.1c    identify the part played by 
evaporation and condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate of evaporation 
with temperature. 
 

Sc3/4.1b    notice that light is reflected from 
surfaces 

Sc3/4.1c    recognise that light from the sun 
can be dangerous and that there are ways to 
protect their eyes 

Sc3/4.1d    recognise that shadows are formed 
when the light from a light source is blocked 
by a solid object 

Sc3/4.1e    find patterns in the way that the 
size of shadows change. 

 
 

RE (see long-term RE 
plan) 

What is Trinity? 
Understanding Christianity 

Christianity Focus 
Theology 

 

Why do Christians call the day Jesus dies 
"Good Friday"? 

Understanding Christianity 
Christianity Focus 

Theology/ Social and human sciences 

What difference does being a Buddhist make 
to daily life? 

Already planned 
Buddhism 

Social and human sciences 
How do/have Christians contributed to 

society and culture? 
- art, music, architecture 

- local study 
Laws / rules 

- e.g. royal wedding 
- public events e.g. hymns at football matches 

Christianity/ Others 
Social and human sciences 

What is philosophy? 
- Child friendly versions? e.g. Plato, Socrates 

Multi Faith Focus 
Philosophy 

There are only 5 units to be covered in the 
Year 

PSHE RSE: My feelings & My body 
 

SEAL: New Beginnings 
Getting on and falling out/say no to bullying 

RSE: My relationships & My beliefs 
 

SEAL: Going for goals 
Good to be me 

RSE: My rights and responsibilities & Asking 
for help 

 
SEAL: Relationships 

Changes 
Music Music Express  Music Express Music Express 



 

Art/DT Roman mosaic? 
Design, paint/ pastels and create. 

Sketching fossils with pencils and charcoal/ 
Create fossil with plaster of Paris 

Make a Viking settlement 
Create Viking art work (clay) 

Computing E-safety/ internet research Hour of code Microsoft word and PowerPoint 
PE Get from website Get from website Get from website Get from website Get from website Get from website 
Languages (Spanish) Understand and respond to spoken and 

written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and 
spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 
what they want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, and 
continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation  

Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learnt  

Understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and 
spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 
what they want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, and 
continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation  

Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learnt  

Discover and develop an appreciation of a 
range of writing in the language studied.  

 

Understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and 
spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 
what they want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, and 
continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation  

Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learnt  

Discover and develop an appreciation of a 
range of writing in the language studied.  

 
English Links Adventure stories  

Letters from a Roman Soldier in Britain to 
family or friends in Rome 

 

Poetry - Free Verse weather related  
Discussion text – Global warming 
Non-Chronological reports – linked with 
science and art work. 

Poetry - Kenning 
Narrative – set in a historical setting/ Myths 
and Legends 
Letter to Cressida Cowell 
 

Maths White Rose maths  Autumn Long Term plan White Rose maths Spring Long Term Plan White Rose maths Long Term Plan 
Class trips/visits/ 
workshops 

 
Walk to church (RE) 

 
West Runton – Norfolk Wildlife Trust 

 
West Stow? 

 


