
 

Year 3/4 Foundation Curriculum Planning – Cycle B  
 

 Autumn (History) Spring (Geography) Summer (DT) 

Topic Question How did the use of technology change 
human life forever? 

What do living organisms need to survive? Can you hear silence? 

Class Reader Stone Age Boy The Ice Mammoth - David 
Walliams 

Rosie Revers by Andrea Beaty Egyptian Cinderella The sound of silence – 
Katrina Goldsito 

History Changes in prehistoric Britain from Stone 
Age to Iron Age 

 
Give an overview of life in Britain and 
events in the rest of the world, up to and 
including modernity.  
 
Be able to describe characteristic features 
of the past: ideas, beliefs and attitudes, 
experiences of men, woman and children.  
 
Describe changes in a period of history 
using terms such as: social, religious, 
political, technological and cultural. 
Understand continuity of change over time 
and represent this on timelines.  
 
Use historical vocabulary to communicate: 
dates, years, decades, centuries, time 
period, change, chronology, era, continuity 
and legacy. 

 Local study – Burgh Castle  
 
An in-depth study linked to one of the 
British areas of study listed above a study 
over time tracing how several aspects of 
national history are reflected in the locality 
(this can go beyond 1066)  
Study of an aspect of history or a site 
dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 
significant in the locality.  

Ancient Egypt 
 
Give an overview of life in Britain and 
events in the rest of the world, up to and 
including modernity.  
 
Be able to describe characteristic features 
of the past: ideas, beliefs and attitudes, 
experiences of men, woman and children.  
 
Describe changes in a period of history 
using terms such as: social, religious, 
political, technological and cultural. 
Understand continuity of change over time 
and represent this on timelines.  
 
Use historical vocabulary to communicate: 
dates, years, decades, centuries, time 
period, change, chronology, era, continuity 
and legacy. 
 



 

Geography Describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including settlements, 
land use, economic activity and distribution 
of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water supplies 

To be able to understand the geographical 
location of places and their physical and 
human features, to name and locate 
countries and their continents. 

UK Land Use – locally Europe  

describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 
and the water cycle  

human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water  

Where in the world: use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features 
studied, use the eight points of a compass, 
four and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps)  

to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world: use fieldwork 
to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 

describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 
and the water cycle  

 



 

Science Electricity 
Identify common appliances that run on 
electricity. 

Construct a simple series electrical 
circuit, identifying and naming its basic 
parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches 
and buzzers. 

Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a 
simple series circuit, based on whether or 
not the lamp is part of a complete loop with 
a battery. 

Recognise that a switch opens and closes 
a circuit and associate this with whether or 
not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit.  

Recognise some common conductors 
and insulators, and associate metals with 
being good conductors. 
 

Plants 

identify and describe the functions of 
different parts of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and flowers 

 

explore the requirements of plants for life 
and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from 
soil, and room to grow) and how they vary 
from plant to plant 

 

investigate the way in which water is 
transported within plants 

 

explore the part that flowers play in the life 
cycle of flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation and seed 
dispersal 

 
Animals inc. Humans 
identify that animals, including humans, 
need the right types and amount of 
nutrition, and that they cannot make their 
own food; they get nutrition from what they 
eat 

 

identify that humans and some other 
animals have skeletons and muscles for 
support, protection and movement 

Sound 

Identify how sounds are made, associating 
some of them with something vibrating. 

Recognise that vibrations from sounds 
travel through a medium to the ear. 

Find patterns between the pitch of a sound 
and features of the object that produced it. 

Find patterns between the volume of a 
sound and the strength of the vibrations 
that produced it. 

Recognise that sounds get fainter as the 
distance from the sound source increases. 

 



 

RE (see long-
term RE plan) 

How do people respond to issues of 
poverty and justice? 
Christianity Focus 
Philosophy 
 
What does it mean to be part of a global 
Christian community? 
Christianity Focus 
Social and Human Science 
 

What do Christians learn from the 
creation story? 

Christianity Focus 
Understanding Christianity 

 
How do Muslims talk about God? 

Islam Focus 
Theology 

 
 

What does it mean to be a Muslim? 
Islam Focus 

Social and Human Science 

PSHE Healthy Lifestyle 
 Growing and Changing 

Healthy Relationships 
 Valuing Difference 

Rights and Responsibilities 
Aspirations for the Future 

Music Charanga is followed Charanga is followed Charanga is followed 

Art/DT Create Bronze age jewellery Cave painting Make a settlement To make a death Mask using (Modroc) 
 Mummification of a tomato 

Computing Computing systems and networks 
Creating Media 

Programming and Data and information. Creating Media and Programming. 

PE Gymnastics  
Invasion Games 

Y3: OAA and Basketball 
Y4: OAA and Hockey 

Y3: Strike and Field and Swimming 
Y4: Swimming and Athletics. 

Languages 
(Spanish) 

Understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

Speak with increasing confidence, fluency 
and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety 
of grammatical structures that they have 
learnt  

Understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

Speak with increasing confidence, fluency 
and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety 
of grammatical structures that they have 
learnt  

Understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

Speak with increasing confidence, fluency 
and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety 
of grammatical structures that they have 
learnt  



 

Discover and develop an appreciation of a 
range of writing in the language studied.  

Discover and develop an appreciation of a 
range of writing in the language studied.  

English Narrative 

Poetry 

Non-Fiction (Newspaper) 

Narrative 

Balanced Argument 

Traditional Tale 

Non-Chronological Report 

Non-Fiction (Brochure) 

Maths Year 3: Place Value, Addition and 
Subtraction, Multiplication and Division 

Year 4: Place Value, Addition and 
Subtraction, Measurement, Multiplication 
and Division. 

Year 3: Multiplication and Division, Length 
and Perimeter, Fractions, Mass and 
Capacity 

Year 4: Multiplication and Division, Length 
and Perimeter, Fractions, Decimals 

Year 3: Fractions, Money, Time, Shape, 
Statistics 

Year 4: Decimals, Money, Time, Shape, 
Statistics, Position and Direction. 

Class 
trips/visits/ 
workshops 

   

 


