
 

Year 5/6 Foundation Curriculum Planning – Cycle A  
 

 Autumn (History) Spring (Geography) Summer (History) 

Topic Question World War 2: Britain’s greatest moment 
in history? 

Our wonderful world…but for how long? 
(climate change)  

In what ways have the Ancient Greeks 
influenced our lives today? 

Class Reader Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 
Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
Journey to the River Sea by Eva 

Ibbotson 

Who Let the Gods Out?  By Maz Evans 

History a significant turning point in British 
history, for example, the first railways or 
the Battle of Britain  

 

History of the Paris Agreement A study of Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the western world, 
the legacy of Greek or Roman culture 
(art, architecture or literature) on later 
periods in British history, including the 
present day 
 

Geography locate the world’s countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe (including the location 
of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major 
cities  

identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night)  

name and locate counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some 
of these aspects have changed over time  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 



 

understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or 
South America  

human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

Science Space and Forces 

To describe the movement of the Earth, 
and other planets, relative to the Sun in 
the solar system. To describe the 
movement of the Moon relative to the 
Earth. To describe the Sun, Earth and 
Moon as approximately spherical bodies. 
To use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and night, the apparent 
movement of the sun across the sky and 
how seasons change across the year. 

Electricity  

To associate the brightness of a lamp or 
the volume of a buzzer with the number 
and voltage of calls used in the circuit. To 
compare and give reasons for variations 
in how components function, including 
the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of 
buzzers and the on/off position of 
switches. To use recognised symbols 
when representing a simple circuit in a 
diagram. 

Light 

Living things and their Habitat 

To describe the differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 
insect and a bird. Describe the life 
process of reproduction in some plants 
and animals. To describe how living 
things are classified into broad groups 
according to common observable 
characteristics. To give reasons for 
classifying plants and animals based on 
specific characteristics. 

  



 

To understand that light appears to travel 
in straight lines. To use the idea that light 
travels in straight lines to explain that 
objects are seen because they give out 
or reflect light into the eyes. To use the 
idea that light travels in straight lines to 
explain why shadows have the same 
shape as the object that cast them, and 
to predict the size of shadows when the 
position of the light source changes. To 
explain that we see things because light 
travels from light sources to our eyes or 
from light sources to objects and then to 
our eyes. 

 

 

RE (see long-
term RE plan) 

Is believing in God reasonable? (Autumn 
1) 
 

What does it mean if God is holy and 
loving? (Autumn 2) 

What did Jesus do to save human 
beings? (Spring) 

How does Hindu beliefs affect how they 
live their lives? (Summer 1) 

 
How do Hindus express beliefs about 

God? 

PSHE 5:Healthy Lifestyle and Healthy 
Relationships 

 
6:Healthy Lifestyle and Healthy 

Relationships 
 

5: Valuing Differences and Rights and 
Responsibilities 

 
6: Valuing Differences and Rights and 

Responsibilities 

5: Growing and Changing and 
Aspirations for the Future 

 
6: Growing and Changing and 

Aspirations for the Future 
 

Music Charanga is followed Charanga is followed Charanga is followed 

Art/DT Making Anderson Shelters Chalk Pastel and Eye Sketches Clay pot in the style of the Ancient 
Greeks 

Computing Computing systems and networks Programming Creating Media 



 

Creating Media Data and information Programming 

PE Autumn 1 
Year 5 – Tag 

Rugby/Invasion 
games 

 
Year 6 – Swimming 

& football/ 
basketball 

Autumn 2 
Year 5 – Swimming 
& Handball/netball 

 
Year 6 – Cross 
Country/circuit 
training & Tag 

rugby 

Spring 1  
Year 5 – Yoga & 

Dance 
 

Year 6 – Hockey & 
dance 

Spring 2 
Year 5 – Strike & 

field + Tennis 
 

Year 6 - Strike & 
field + Tennis 

Summer 1 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
Strike and Field 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
Strike and Field 

Summer 2 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

Languages 
(French) 

understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt  

discover and develop an appreciation of 
a range of writing in the language 
studied.  

 

understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt  

discover and develop an appreciation of 
a range of writing in the language 
studied.  

 

understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt  

discover and develop an appreciation of 
a range of writing in the language 
studied.  

 



 

English Poetry 

Narrative 

Persuasive Letter 

Non-Chronological Report 

Poetry 

Narrative 

Persuasive Letter 

Narrative 

Poetry 

Maths Year 5: Place Value, Addition and 
Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, 
Fractions. 

Year 6: Place Value, Addition, 
Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, 
Fractions, Measurement. 

Year 5: Multiplication and Division, 
Fractions, Decimals and Percentages, 
Perimeter and Area, Statistics 

Year 6: Ratio, Algebra, Decimals, 
Fractions, Decimals and Percentages, 
Area, Perimeter and Volume, Statistics. 

Year 5: Shape, Position and Direction, 
Decimals, Negative Numbers, Converting 
Units, Measurement. 

Year 6: Shape, Position and Direction, 
Consolidation. 

 

Class 
trips/visits/ 
workshops 

  Eaton Vale Residential 
Pleasurewood Hills (Y6) 

 


