
 

Year 5/6 Foundation Curriculum Planning – Cycle B 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Question How does the location of Mexico make it 
a desirable tourist destination? 

Are humans responsible for endangered 
animals?  

How does time affect us? 

Class Reader Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan. 
 

 

Darwin’s Dragons by Lindsay Galvin. Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa 
Pearce. 

History Exploring the Ancient Maya Civilisation. Exploring the history of Darwin and his 
journey to the Galapagos Islands 

Discovery of penicillin and other 
antibiotics 

Geography locate the world’s countries, using maps 
to focus on South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night)  

human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 

 

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

 



 

Science Properties & Changes of materials 

To compare and group together 
everyday materials based on evidence 
from comparative and fair tests, including 
their hardness, solubility, conductivity 
(electrical and thermal) and response to 
magnets. To understand how some 
materials will dissolve into liquid to form a 
solution and describe how to recover a 
substance from a solution. To use 
knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to 
decide how mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating. To give reasons based on 
evidence from comparative and fair tests 
for the particular uses of everyday 
materials, including metals, wood and 
plastic. To demonstrate that dissolving, 
mixing and changes of state are 
reversible changes. To explain that some 
changes result in the formation of new 
materials, and that this kind of change is 
not usually reversible, including changes 
associated with burning, oxidisation and 
the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda. 

Classification, Evolution & inheritance 
(Spring 1 & 2) 

To recognise that living things have 
changed over time and that fossils 
provide information about living things 
that inhabited the Earth millions of years 
ago. To recognise that living things 
produce offspring of the same kind, but 
normally offspring vary and are not 
identical to their parents. To identify how 
animals and plants are adapted to suit 
their environment in different ways and 
that adaptation may lead to evolution. 

Animals, including humans (Summer 
1 & 2) 

To describe the changes as humans 
develop to old age. To identify and name 
the main parts of the human circulatory 
system, and describe the functions of the 
heart, blood vessels and blood. To 
recognise the importance of diet, 
exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way 
the human body functions. To describe 
the ways in which nutrients and water are 
transported within animals, including 
humans. 

 

 

RE Was Jesus the Messiah? (Autumn 1) 
 
Is being happy the greatest purpose in 
life? (Autumn 2) 
 

Religion & Science: Conflicting or 
Complimentary? (Spring) 

Does Religion bring peace, conflict or 
both? (Summer 1) 

 
What difference does being a Christian 

make to daily life? (Summer 2) 



 

PSHE 5:Healthy Lifestyle and Healthy 
Relationships 

 
6:Healthy Lifestyle and Healthy 

Relationships 
 

5: Valuing Differences and Rights and 
Responsibilities 

 
6: Valuing Differences and Rights and 

Responsibilities 

5: Growing and Changing and 
Aspirations for the Future 

 
6: Growing and Changing and 

Aspirations for the Future 
 

Music Charanga is followed Charanga is followed Charanga is followed 

Art/DT Paper Mache Skulls 

 

 

Fossil Art Pop Art Techniques to create a 3D 
cityscape that has changed over time. 

Computing Computing systems and networks 
Creating Media 

Programming 
Data and information 

Creating Media 
Programming 

PE Autumn 1 
Year 5 – Tag 

Rugby/Invasion 
games 

 
Year 6 – Swimming 

& football/ 
basketball 

Autumn 2 
Year 5 – Swimming 
& Handball/netball 

 
Year 6 – Cross 
Country/circuit 
training & Tag 

rugby 

Spring 1  
Year 5 – Yoga & 

Dance 
 

Year 6 – Hockey & 
dance 

Spring 2 
Year 5 – Strike & 

field + Tennis 
 

Year 6 - Strike & 
field + Tennis 

Summer 1 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
Strike and Field 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
Strike and Field 

Summer 2 
Year 5 – 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

 
Year 6 - 

Gymnastics & 
Athletics 

Languages 
(French) 

understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 

understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 

understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  

speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 



 

accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt  

discover and develop an appreciation of 
a range of writing in the language 
studied.  

accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt  

discover and develop an appreciation of 
a range of writing in the language 
studied.  

accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt  

discover and develop an appreciation of 
a range of writing in the language 
studied.  

English Poetry 

Narrative 

Recount 

Non-Chronological Report 

Narrative 

Balanced Argument  

Newspaper Report 

Speech 

Narrative 

Maths Year 5: Place Value, Addition and 
Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, 
Fractions. 

Year 6: Place Value, Addition, 
Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, 
Fractions, Measurement. 

Year 5: Multiplication and Division, 
Fractions, Decimals and Percentages, 
Perimeter and Area, Statistics 

Year 6: Ratio, Algebra, Decimals, 
Fractions, Decimals and Percentages, 
Area, Perimeter and Volume, Statistics. 

Year 5: Shape, Position and Direction, 
Decimals, Negative Numbers, Converting 
Units, Measurement. 

Year 6: Shape, Position and Direction, 
Consolidation. 

 

Class 
trips/visits/ 
workshops 

  Residential 
Pleasurewood Hills (Y6) 

 


